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opposition has always been debated in
Shahname, the greatest Iranian epic work. Considering its mythological nature,
most of the studies in this literary work have focused on the opposition of good
and evil forces. This point of view is so frequent in the studies of Shahname that
all the characters of the stories are presented as the symbols of good and evil
forces. In this research, contradiction in Shahname is considered by a
completely different angle.
our theoretical framework in the present article is critical
discourse analysis. In critical approach, Identity is defined as the opposition of
self-other relation. Based on this method, classification of self-other happens
following the presence of oppositional discourses in the text.
by analyzing stories of Shaname in critical view, we found that
tension and conflict (whether internal or external) in the flow of stories occur
as the the result of oppositional discourses in the narration and these
discourses provide the ground for the construction of “self-other” or “we-us”
relation. Also, as the mythological texts are symbolic in nature, by critical look
on the narratives, new undiscovered aspects have revealed which were hidden
underneath the stories.
considering the stories in critical view, we reached at some
micro discourses that all of them can be placed under one macro discourse and
that is deconstruction discourse versus adherence to structure. This means, the
political-social system of ancient Iran with its manifestation in Shahname, has
always been dependent on the former traditions and structures and any kind
of deconstruction leads to conflict. Heros have always been loyal to the former
structures and any change in the system would not be tolerable by them.
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