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Popular literature in every culture is a
reflection of the ideals and anxieties of society. This study examines the
representation of women's identity and activism in two prominent works of
popular literature, "Abu Muslim Nameh" (Iran) and "Robin Hood" (England).
The main objective is to explore the differences in the role-playing of women
in these two works.

The method of this study is based on qualitative content
analysis. The statistical population of the study is the book Robin Hood by Henry
Gilbert and Abu Muslim Nameh edited by Hossein Esmaili.

The women of Abu Muslim Nameh are full-fledged warriors and are
capable of fighting, and spying in the battlefield. Although they are seen in the
roles of lovers, daughters, sisters, and mothers; at the same time, they can also
play the roles of soldiers, spies, and war commanders well. This is while the
women of Robin Hood are seen only in two roles: beauties in need of help and
cunning old women. The women of Abu Muslim Nameh always play a helping
role, and this is seen both on the battlefield and in the court, and they play a
pivotal role in advancing the narrative. While the women of Robin Hood are
always helpful, and their helping role is limited to nursing, and they are mainly
depicted in the position of lovers, victims, or marginal characters.

This difference can be considered a reflection of the religious
context (the influence of Shiite discourse) in Abu Muslim Nameh and the
feudal-patriarchal structure in Robin Hood. This study shows that popular
literature is not only a mirror of social realities, but also a tool for reconstructing
women's identity in a historical context.
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