G 483 315 )l 1 ooloy Ll 58 3 o2 bod b ALl ailis 5 ailulidasels Julxs

2l Flo 9 (3 A8l)5 sadlge p 35 505 bl g (ol 0l SO 5

085 blS 5

Ol S (ol ol s )8 sl 5 b 3] el IS a2 g0 il

YIV-YT ua..as\\\ &)a&c)m.\f‘f a!a)a e o)l.o..f.» IR JL»

http://dx.doi.org/10.22034/bahareadab.2025.18.7889

B 55 g ol (wlild S oode 4 S

(&l ool k)

R

wloiil Julos 4 wlulisales § alubibasd> 68,509, b yol> jiagh 1dud g A
SIVEY) Gy 5 ol Sz bl 51 o s ans 55 (o) G Lol ey ez 53 0
Chrog 50 ez ysk (Sl 5 (o adl (Sid aidie an BT nl 55 03l e VYVE
WS wdgisl |y dakae Ylos o LetiS g Wl Hel () Sletpass

sloa b al p g A lpme Jolod g 5l 6o b adlhe cnl Gk S o9,
ez 5 Loools el o plonl iiad a5 o) litianels (oloznl oulisalss
(Peiig> 4 S5l g jl0,98 )0 (IS wils OO e slael) oyl (B Lot n (e,
ot Jalowi (LS 5 5 gl oS ok )3 5 gl P

e S polie Sl 6pSosn b guin 3)90 G & Siaiee (LA el Hlaassly
o slassl cusis 5 cole 4 ailadle slaysl 5 o Sl i onde sl 09z
Sl g i Sletd ol sbly jo el olie cpl slasls,, Al cuge
oS Jar e Sin b ol o iats e 5 5 WLy

Jo Uik slras (gl 5 Ol Kaz 5l o cnsi ans 5 Lot (sl 16 S Amad
lo,lile ol g (tiw SllotiS wgijl canas o it ((Sinjh plis 0 b eloxs!
Olsieds ailgine apasle ol fygte 4568 e plad allde ol ailazd 3013 LS s> se
iyt s (K )h e selair] slalnia o sl ol 3

VEY e Vo il gl
VEY sl YV sis 5l s
VEF (03,98 )+ spdlal G
VEF cotgm | YT 300 s

(godls wlols
NIRRT R
‘t_d‘)i-.:l" «$9bRd «5,9badl >
Iz Jelos 8 e o,

i gt 00 g5
nargeskazemizadeh@ut.ac.ir >4
EAYHSINYA T


mailto:nargeskazemizadeh@ut.ac.ir

Journal of the stylistic of Persian poem and prose

(Bahar-e- Adab)

Home page: https://www.bahareadab.com

A Socio-Semiotic Analysis of the Representation of Women in Four Bestselling Novels
from the First Decade after the Iran—Iraq War: Focusing on the Elements of Superstition,

Religion, and Nationalism

N. Kazemizadeh

Master's degree in Persian Language and Literature, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.

ARTICLE INFO

ABSTRACT

Article History:

Received: 08 February 2025
Reviewed: 11 March 2025
Revised: 30 March 2025
Accepted: 13 May 2025

KEYWORDS

Representation of women, cultural
semiotics, superstition, religiosity,
nationalism, bestselling novels,
content analysis

*Corresponding Author
>4 nargeskazemizadeh@ut.ac.ir
@ (+9821) 61112508

This study employs a socio-semiotic
framework to examine the representation of women in four bestselling Persian
novels published during the first decade following the Iran-lIrag War (1988—
1997). These novels prominently feature three cultural elements—superstition,
religion, and nationalism—that contribute to the reproduction of dominant
patriarchal discourses.

Using qualitative content analysis informed by social
semiotics, literary sociology, and feminist criticism, the study analyzes textual
data extracted from four bestselling novels (Bamdad-e Khomar, Golab Khanom,
Goli dar Shurezar, and Bazgasht be Khoshbakhti). The analysis is conducted at
linguistic, visual, and discursive levels.

Findings reveal that superstitious motifs (e.g., divination, dreams,
candle lighting), religious practices (such as temporary marriage, invocation,
pilgrimage), and nationalist symbols (including Nowruz, Chaharshanbe Suri, and
wedding ceremonies) are extensively employed in the characterization of
female figures. These elements predominantly function to reinforce traditional
gender roles, strengthen patriarchy, and legitimize the prevailing cultural order.

Rather than reflecting social transformation or critiquing cultural
norms, bestselling novels of the post-war decade primarily serve to reproduce
traditional discourses and validate existing social structures. This study
illustrates how popular literary texts can operate as instruments for the
consolidation of social, gender, and cultural norms.
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