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Sana’i Ghaznavi, a pioneering poet and the
founder of didactic and mystical masnavi -writing in Persian poetry, occupies a
pivotal position in the history of Iran and Persian literature. He played a significant
role in the formation of the Iragi style. On one hand, Sana’i was connected to the
classical Khurasani style, while on the other, he introduced linguistic and stylistic
innovations inspired by spiritual and mystical foundations. His masterpiece, Hadigat
al-Haqgigah (The Garden of Truth), is considered a turning point in the evolution of
moral and mystical masnavis , paving the way for later poets to explore this genre
more deeply. Given the historical and literary importance of this work—particularly
within the context of Persian mystical poetry—this article aims to investigate the
linguistic features of Hadigat al-Hagigah and its role in the transition from the
Khurasani to the Iraqi poetic style.

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, relying on
guantitative data obtained through linguistic induction to examine the linguistic
characteristics of Sana’i’s Hadigat al-Hagigah . The scope of analysis encompasses
syntactic structures, vocabulary, and the poetic style of the work.

The findings indicate that while certain linguistic features of the early
Khurasani style are still present in Hadigat al-Hagigah , they have notably diminished
in frequency. In contrast, new linguistic elements are emerging, gradually leading to
the development of a clear and unified language characteristic of the Iraqgi style.
Other notable findings include the stabilization of syntactic structures, a reduction in
horizontal syntactic disorder, a shift toward abstract over concrete vocabulary, a
preference for ascetic rather than epic diction, and an increasing influence of Arabic
on the language of the text.
While preserving some features of the Khurasani style, Hadigat al-
Hagigah plays a crucial role in the transformation of Persian poetic language from
the classical to the Iraqi style. By balancing tradition and innovation, it laid the
groundwork for later works such as Makhzan al-Asrar by Nizami Ganjavi and Bustan
by Sa’di Shirazi. Overall, the poem holds a unique place as a symbol of linguistic and
stylistic evolution in Persian poetry.
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