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ABSTRACT

Comparative literature in the realm of mysticism functions as a
universal language that unites poets and thinkers from diverse cultural and geographical
backgrounds under the canopy of a single, authentic tree. Mystical poets across cultures and ages
transcend linguistic conventions, creating new imagery and themes grounded in intuition. Among
these significant themes, which frequently recur in the works of major mystical literary figures,
are the concepts of "being" and "non-being" terms that are relatively synonymous with existence
and nothingness, transience and permanence, among others. Jalal al-Din Rumi and William Blake
are two prominent mystical poets who lived nearly five centuries apart, each emerging from
distinct cultural and geographical contexts. Although existing research indicates that Blake was
not directly influenced by Rumi’s works, their shared mystical outlook led to comparable
perspectives on the nature of reality and the quest for truth beyond the material world. Despite
this conceptual affinity, their poetic styles and rhetorical expressions differ significantly.

This study, therefore, conducts a comparative analysis of the concepts of
"being" and "non-being" in William Blake’s The Marriage of Heaven and Hell and Rumi’s Divan-e
Shams, examining their semantic and metaphorical dimensions and highlighting both the
similarities and differences between the two poets.

Rooted in the tradition of Islamic mysticism, Rumi envisions a mystical journey aimed
at attaining ultimate truth through the dissolution of the individual ego and its union with the
Divine Beloved. In contrast, Blake, working within the Christian mystical framework, employs a
symbolic and often paradoxical language to affirm the preservation of creative individuality, the
reconciliation of opposites, and the re-sacralization of the human self.

As demonstrated, both poets regard the perceptible world and the outward senses
as veils that obscure inner vision and hinder the apprehension of truth. In Rumi’s mystical thought,
liberation from these veils is realized through annihilation in divine love; in contrast, Blake’s vision
manifests this liberation as the emergence of genius and the transcendence of sensory
perception. Rumi’s conceptual metaphors of being and non-being are expansive and fluid: non-
being may signify absolute existence, the unseen realm, or the Divine (such as Shams or God),
while at other times it denotes the material world and its transient beings. Similarly, being may
indicate true existence or, conversely, the ephemeral world and the ego-self. Thus, meaning
fluctuates among synonymous, antithetical, and paradoxical dimensions. In contrast, Blake’s
rhetorical mode is more structured and symbolic: by emphasizing oppositional imagery, he aims
at reconciling polarities and awakening imaginative insight, primarily through the tension
between spiritual reality and embodied material existence.
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Once meek, and in a perilous path,

The just man kept his course along

The vale of death.

Roses are planted where thorns grow.

And on the barren heath

Sing the honey bees.

Then the perilous path was planted:

And a river and a spring

On every cliff and tomb:

And on the bleached bones

Red clay brought forth. (Blake, 1906, pp. 5-6)
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As | was walking among the fires of Hell,
delighted with the enjoyments of Genius; (Blake, 1906, p. 11)
When | came home;
on the abyss of the five senses,
where a flat-sided steep frowns over the present world... (Blake, 1906, p. 11)
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The pride of the peacock is the glory of God.

The lust of the goat is the bounty of God.

The wrath of the lion is the wisdom of God.

The nakedness of woman is the work of God.

Excess of sorrow laughs. Excess of joy weeps.

The roaring of lions, the howling of wolves, the raging of the stormy sea,

and the destructive sword, are portions of eternity too great for the eye of man.

(Blake, 1906, p. 15)
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The road of excess leads to the palace of wisdom. (Blake, 1906, p. 13)
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He whose face gives no light, shall never become a star. (Blake, 1906, p. 13)
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No bird soars too high, if he soars with his own wings. (Blake, 1906, p. 14)
S lgn 09 Sllb b ST pSes gl 0L sl gea
So0 &5 Sl Losaly 5 (Jg 9929 5 3> Culie 4wy olge g Wi (9,0 4 atlg ) (S STl S
i 4 Lot g G5 J255 53855 29l b ol adiien sulie "5 J255" ) ol 09,0
5 59,0 dlawiul a gt ool (6,m b (Js 4 6,50 1 pl B ge adsail 5 oDl Bye jo Lol ta
il o il 2l 4y 3l s 51, Sl Ul
(et 9 PgRe0 S99
S9zg Sy
S 8 Sl o> o5 3929 S U 9 Sl (55 Cagd g, 5 N Cugl
CYE 5 (o Ol
3979) ol Gty Gl wiail T oloal 5 (F5ud oS WiSs pad B (97 |y pspoe S97y sl
FB)5 slxe 9) 098 (55l g )l (>l g S 0gd |y (59 392y (FOped &5 (o) p5T el
S il ol Cddi> sgaie dl touns (02) 551 ol Sl (o 392 5l o)laisl Lo o je iy
(L (gazme i 558 (5555 b bLS,l o
o929 T
oy e iz Dd>g 0,5 0,3 S DBl ol 52 ] 0925 oo
(FOA U3t oylem)
T & 3575 At el 00,55 0,5 Mogrg Gamg aa il b Masas” Sl 51 80 5k 5 55500 o 50
gy Alawg 4 Ll 0929 e Gl Ll e (55l g (b o 45 (Gund 93 wlie 4 B>
31 loye (T 5 dam 5 wliee SIS plad Doy (e 50 Ao (nl g Sl (32) S o3 g g
J3E ome dalol o b
€le slowl aon (050 (il 5 @l S5t lie oo 575 28l 55 P

[y 055 Jdl g coll g Dlas g an 1) 095 Jloz Canlgires jo (P el ool ddgo 500 BT o aSils
S A DAz g Doled 4 o g bl a4y jalls g ul eile Jx8 G 4y g0, o oS cuslie
() L:u’_i s‘sé...,.o.'ﬁ)«.é;oMLim |) Os:.> Jlﬁ‘jsoLw‘juiju\Ju\.ﬁ‘)OP JLQ}gM“’

3929 9 (b ol
3525 ol sl 3l (S s s ST 55 Cand SB35 9 50 Al Cuieds do 50 5

YOV 38 cpnds yl930)

5 "Ls:;.....a:" ,_‘j 5o a5 cal ool Fy SB5ly oS s G cl ools &l g cpl yo el a5 (gl o
3975 9 Cawl 03,5 (6,0l g (GBlo 39z 00ll yiils twd larias S50 ) Cad olas g blE 0 Mag>g"
Jeols (i 3925 (pl s (lgie (iiS LS g Cans (380 548 Cenl 8 )5 Ad> g Gllas 0929 sline o,



Yo/ Sl g LYo o5 JLRCFITE 31 ugwsoﬁJa.: R

Swolxs 929
WS ol I 1) ol &S Cal a3 S92y Comsl 4218 4z )l 555 e

AYY U5 olew)

Sl et 05z 1) ool S @IS 5 i ol ol |y ol 31 4l s Wi ) Sy J3 0
Blo g Canl byo opl S gomen Hlaz 45 wiSe cogs ob,o 1) Wglas g cwl ST oo wile 45 wilogs
Sl 3> Sl 355 Cal (e Lol sl 3> Cal 5 (Li5 (e 5 (st 4T L 5 95000 O Blo ssalie
oS Canladl 3 oz (Fel g (e 0929 45 elis ) (e 9z ) Sl B2 (oS &5 et Suled 50

Dgdae Sdi> G5 4 ol Jlog ol 5 sle
S 5 Ll Sz
35 Ol 5l B8l (5395 Sl 095 o3 S Pl g Godno 5 Ble oo

(Y55 5 oLail> Hlero)

il Jle aloz 0429
e ke 0y g ke Sty olo Cele a5l Al S )Lé aloz S92

NOY 5 e mad Slg2d)
w55 L (S 53 1) OIS aSal y o 5 3lhe S92y Jeol » 25T 5 Slogzge Ty S 3925
5 Wogl> plos g aien (i o8 9 (S ctanly Sten jallae 5 Sldgrge dan oS Cenline (ren 4y ol

Syie pSaie (3o Sy75) obo 51 &5 sl (555 b3l Lnsls
The ancient tradition that the world will be consumed in fire at the end of six
thousand years is true, as | have heard from Hell.

For the cherub with his flaming sword is hereby commanded to leave his guard at
[the] tree of life, and when he does, the whole creation will be consumed and
appear infinite and holy, whereas it now appears finite and corrupt.

This will come to pass by an improvement of sensual enjoyment.

But first the notion that man has a body distinct from his soul is to be expunged;
this | shall do by printing in the infernal method by corrosives, which in Hell are
salutary and medicinal, melting apparent surfaces away, and displaying the infinite
which was hid.

If the doors of perception were cleansed everything would appear to man as it is,
infinite.

For man has closed himself up, till he sees all things through narrow chinks of his
cavern. (Blake, 1906, pp. 25-26)
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If the doors of perception were cleansed everything would appear to man as it is, infinite.
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For the cherub with his flaming sword is hereby commanded to leave his guard at
[the] tree of life
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The Prophets Isaiah and Ezekiel dined with me, and | asked them how they dared
so roundly to assert that God spoke to them, and whether they did not think at the
time that they would be misunderstood, and so be the cause of imposition.
Isaiah answered: “l saw no God, nor heard any, in a finite organical perception; but
my senses discovered the infinite in everything, and as | was then persuaded, and
remained confirmed, that the voice of honest indignation is the voice of God, | cared
not for consequences, but wrote.” (Blake, 1906, p. 22)
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How do you know but every Bird that cuts the airy way,

Is an immense world of delight, closed by your senses five? (Blake, 1906, p. 12)
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If the doors of perception were cleansed everything would appear to man as it is,
infinite.
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